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And —though they have little relation to Japan——the so-called
poems of Y. Noguchi, which have made a sensation (in California).
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requires a certain indulgence of the historical spirit to deal with the marvelous fact
that readers a generation ago were excited by the writing of Yone Noguchi, the
successor to Hearn as popularizer of Japan, and an acknowledged influence on Jphn
Gould Fletcher.(...... JThere are at least two explanations for Noguchi’s extraordinary
popularity. To begin with, he was taken to be a real Japanese poet who just
happened to write in English. How little he was the real article can be seen from his
Japanese Hokkus(1920) where he sometimes tries to maintain the Japaese syllabic
form an sometimes attempts merely to reproduce “the haiku spirit™—mno mean
thing when haiku has meant very different things to three centuries of poets. The
second reason for his popularity is the ironic fact that he adopted the styles, often the
worst styles, of contemporary poets in English. His “hokkus” are as exotic as any of
theirs, his free verse is obviously inspired by Whitman, and his experiments with
“prose poems”are almost indistinguishable from Amy Lowell’s “cadenced prose” in
technique. Here was Noguchi, doing his best to reflect current English modes of the
more sentimental variety, and yet a Japanese: he assured the age that their own
work was truly inspired by Japan. It is to his credit.(...... JThere were a number of
writers in these years who were either of Japanese descent like Noguchi or who had
been to Japan and thereby were alloed reputations as poems in an age which
seemed not to question anything Japanese.l(Earl Miner, The Japanese Tradition in
British and American Literature, 1958, Princeton Univ Press, pp.186-187.)
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