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Special Feature Akaike’s Contribution to the Science of Modeling
A “model” is constructed based on current data and from this the future is “predicted” —
even today, the methodology of statistics pervades a diversity of research fields. The
foundation for this methodology was established 30-odd years ago by Dr. Hirotsugu
Akaike (Professor Emeritus, SOKENDAI). Here we introduce the legacy and fundamental
thinking of the field of research known as “Akaike Statistics”, as well as the current status
of research descended from this school, in three parts: Part 1, Origin of Akaike Statistics,
Part 2, Development of Akaike Statistics, and Part 3, Ask Dr. Hirotsugu Akaike.
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SOKENDAI Students Fly off around the World on Overseas Dispatches
SOKENDAI provides students with opportunities for short-term study overseas through
its “Overseas Student Dispatch Activities”. By visiting front-line research laboratories
overseas, students are able to gauge the positioning of their own research and forge
friendships and exchange with new colleagues. They also face difficulties, from
selecting their dispatch destination and finding accommodation, all of which the
students must do for themselves. We asked the students who participated in the
program in 2006, the program’s inaugural year, about their various experiences.
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