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Special Feature Forty years of molecular evolution studies started

by Motoo Kimura

Motoo Kimura advocated the “neutral theory of molecular evolution” in
1968, much ahead of the times. His theory was validated by new data in
molecular biology. establishing it as the principle of biological evolution.
Forty years have passed since then. Besides introducing the topics at the
forefront of evolution today, we explore how far beyond the boundaries of
biology the concept has spread.

(The photo shows Dr. Motoo Kimura and Tomoko Ohta, Professor Emeritus of
Sokendai and the National Institute of Genetics)
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Special Interview With Makoto Kobayashi Professor Emeritus
There are high expectations for the Nobel Prize winner. In response to
an appeal from Executive Director Satoru lkeuchi to contribute to the
development of the university and to basic science, Professor Kobayashi
incisively identified the issues. He spoke of his expectations of the Sokendai
students and young researchers.





