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Special Feature — Stage Four of Informatics

Information systems are a form of basic social infrastructure today, and are
making society increasingly global. Alongside this, informatics as a discipline
is also evolving and is now entering a new stage. What kind of value does
informatics seek to generate in its new stage, and where is it headed? In
addition to answering these questions, we hope to introduce the results of
the latest research and international exchange activities centering principally
around the endeavors of the National Institute of Informatics, one of the
key institutions of the Graduate University for Advanced Studies, Sokendai.
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Advanced Research at SOKENDAI

What determines the sex of a living organism?

The sex of a living organism is a two-way choice between male and female.
The ultimate result is determined not just by the genetic instructions,

but also by the environment or other situational factors. The versatile
mechanism of sex determination is slowly becoming clear to us thanks to the
development of experiment techniques using medaka rice fish (or Oryzi

as latipes).





