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Research Notes on Memory and Meaning of Korean Tcha Chang My6n (Black Noodle)

in Terms of Development in Artifacts

Kyeyeon Kim

Abstract -

Tcha Chang Myon, the most famous Chino-Korean food in Korea, was created from Zha Jiang

Mian, a traditional Shandong noodle, and has been adapted to Korean tastes since then. This paper examines the
adaptation process and the social value of this food. It used to be consumed at home or work place by Chinese
manual laborer, who came to Korea since the end of the 19" century. Korean people came to know Tcha Chang
Myon and its taste after restaurants were opened by Chinese immigrants in the colonial period. The establishment
of PRC and the outbreak of the Korean War deprived Chinese people in South Korea of the chance to return home,
which led Tcha Chang My®6n to the way of further Koreanization.. It became one of the famous commercial foods
in Korea, with the development of restaurant industry due to the rapid economic growth. Although Tcha Chang
My®dn lost its former place nowadays, Korean people still think of it as a special food, so that it was sclected as a

symbol of Korea in 2006.
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Fig.1 Tcha Chang Myon (Black Noodle)
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