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In the current study I analyzed the history of genetics in the socio-political context of
postwar Japan and revealed how genetics, which seemingly had no relation with war
efforts, was influenced significantly by the Cold War politics. As case studies, I examined
in particular (1) how the controversy of a theory proposed by the Soviet agronomist, T. D.
Lysenko, influenced scientists’ choice of concepts and approach in genetic research, and (2)
how socio-political background of the Cold War influenced the development of the National
Institute of Genetics, which was established in Mishima, Japan in 1949.
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