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Environmental Archaeology at Tengu-iwa Rock Shelter in Nagano- High Resolution
Reconstruction of Subsistence and Palaeoenvironment

Hongo, Hitomi

13,600,000

DNA

In order to investigate the environmental condition, human activities and
resource exploitation in the past, we carried out excavations of Tengu-iwa Rock Shelter in Koumi, Nagano
Prefecture. Researchers in the fields of archaeology, zooarchaeology, palaeoethnobotany and
palaeoantholopology closely collaborated in this project. Analytical methods such as stable isotope
studies and analysis of ancient DNA were also integral parts of the research.

During the 3 seasons of excavation, we recovered materials dated from the Late Jomon to the Middle Ages.
These include pottery, stone and bone/antler tools, faunal and floral remains. A number of ash deposits
were identified in the layers between the Early Yayoi to the Kofun Periods, indicating that the Rock
Shelter was repeatedly visited and activities mainly related to hunting were carried out.
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