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Australia and Japan stand, in more ways than one, at the opposite end of the world. One is a
sparsely populated continent in the Southern hemisphere and the other well populated island
nation in the North. Culturally, Japan is built on centuries-old tradition of the East. Modern
Australia, on the other hand, is a relatively new nation built on the tradition transported directly
from the West. Comparisons are numerous. Despite the vast differences, however, Japan has
continuously attracted Australia's attention, all through the past century. One manifestation of
this is the Australia's remarkable achievement in the Japanese language and Japan related
education. '

Australia now ranks second in the world, after Korea, in the number of people learning the
Japanese language. Over three hundred and seven thousand (307,000) Australians, or one in
every fifty nine (59) Australians currently study Japanese. Japanese education in Australia has
now achieved a unique status amongst the nations outside Japan. Australia's international
prominence in this field comes not only from the size of the Japanese learning population, but
-also of academic and educational initiatives that the nation has taken in guiding, supporting and
sustaining the growth of Japanese language teaching and Japan related education.

Why has Australia, with her cultural heritage still deeply rooted in the West, achieved such
remarkable status in Japanese education? This is the principal question asked in this study. Many
attempts have already been made to answer this question. Active discussions have taken place in
recent years amongst specialists in academia in Australia, and to a limited extent amongst the
specialists in Japan.

Prominent feature in these discussions has been a tendency to tie the issue solely to the
development of economic relations between the two countries. They attempt to seek an answer
within the framework of Japan's economic strength in the region, Australia's increasing reliance
on it, and the significance of the trade partnership developed between the two countries. The
result is that current discussions are too often confined within the relatively short time span and
view the issue as a relatively recent phenomenon.

The author's investigation has revealed that the issue holds far more complex dimension, with its
roots deep in the political, sociological as well as economic history which extends over the entire
length of modern Australia. Whilst not denying the decisive impact brought about by the
economic interdependence between the two countries in recent years, the author argues that the
issue has to be examined in much broader context, against the backdrop of regional and
international dynamism of 20" century. More specifically, the key to the question lies in the
dramatic changes that Australia has made throughout the 20" century in her relationship with
Asia, and in the fact that Japan has been a predominant factor to precipitate these changes.

In an attempt to examine the issue from a previously unexplored dimension, this paper
introduces the concept of ‘Japan Literacy’ in Australia as a focal point of investigation. The
discussions will be developed by tracing the Australia's pursuit of Japan Literacy and her effort
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in cultivating it. The author believes that the answer to the principal question will emerge
through the identification of the political, sociological and economic™ circumstances that
motivated Australia in the pursuit of Japan Literacy during the past century.

The terminology ‘Japan Literacy’ may sound unfamiliar to some. The original meaning of
‘literacy’ is, as we all know it, the ability to read and write in a particular language. In that
context, ‘literacy’ has been a tool for intellectual communication within a community in which
the language is spoken, and thus an instrument to bind the community together. Acquisition of
literacy is also considered to lead to further knowledge and intellectual understanding of the
community where the particular literacy is relevant.

As the interaction between countries of the world increased in our recent history, the
terminology has gone through a transformation. The meaning of ‘literacy’ has now expanded to
include the knowledge and skills to understand a particular society and culture in which the
language is spoken, as well as to communicate with the people of that community.

In the global environment in which we now live, ‘literacy’ related to another country or a region
is considered increasingly a significant medium in developing the international understanding.
Knowing a country other than your own, speaking their language and understanding its culture is
regarded increasingly an essential preparation for forming an effective relationship with another
country and its people.

In this paper ‘Japan Literacy’ is defined as knowledge and skills to understand Japan and to
relate effectively with her people. The ‘knowledge’ here means broadly based knowledge, as
compared with the specialised in-depth knowledge sought by scholars. The ‘skills’ mean generic
skills, with the language skill a most prominent example, and cross cultural skills as another.

The choice of the terminology ‘Japan Literacy’ is intentional. The terminology was chosen as the
author is convinced that, although academic interest of Japan in its purest form always existed in
Australia the Australia's desire to learn Japanese language and gain knowledge of Japan has been
consistently characterised by its pursuit of ‘Japan Literacy’ . Throughout the history of modern
Australia, the pursuit of ‘Japan Literacy’ has always been the driving force behind the country's
education in Japanese and Japan related knowledge. Without recognising the significance of this
fact, the author argues that Australia's remarkable success in Japanese and  Japan related
education can never be fully explained.

The approach taken for this study is two dimensional. First, the study examines how Australia's
demand on Japan Literacy changed through the period of its modern history. The paper seeks to
identify the relevant factors and inter-related elements in Australia's history which influenced
these changes. Second, the study examines how these changes affected the cultivation of Japan
Literacy in Australia. A special focus will be placed on the role played by the academia in
Australian universities in the cultivation of Japan Literacy. Evaluations will be attempted on how
the academia recognised the changes in nation's need for Japan Literacy, and how effectively
they responded.

The paper consists of three major parts. Part I will present the historical and sociological
circumstances that formed a backdrop to Australia's need for Japan Literacy. Relevant

-101—




geo-political factors and inter-related elements in Australia's history will be closely examined.
The focus will be on the changes in Australia's perception of Asia, of Japan in particular.

Part II will discuss how the demand on Japan Literacy was translated into educational
initiatives, and how these initiatives led to the cultivation of Japan Literacy in Australia. The
role played by universities and relevant sectors in the government will be examined. In so doing,
the eighty year history of Australia's Japan related education in its entirety will be presented in
chronological order. The portrayal of the entire eighty year history has never been attempted, to
author's knowledge, either in Australia or overseas.

Part Il will examine the current status of Japan related education in Australia, and attempt a
brief forecast on the future demand of Japan Literacy. Of the challenges that Australian
universities are expected to face in the 21¥ century, two areas of significance will be identified
and examined: internationalisation of education; and the development of Information Technology
(IT) based flexible mode learning. Discussions will be focused on these issues in terms of
further developing Japan Literacy in the country.

In Australia today, the majority of Japanese learners are found at pre-tertiary levels, that is, at
both primary and secondary school education. In this study, however, the focus of discussion
will be kept on educational initiatives taken by university academia. Historically, Australia's
Japanese learning begin with university education. University academia today remains to be the
predominant influence in guiding the direction of Japanese education in Australia.

Research resources for this study have been found mostly in Australia. Literature has been
selected from the latest available materials; particularly those published in the past five years
where applicable. For investigation into the earlier history, however, the author is indebted to the
valuable materials found in the Australia's national archive.

-102—



BYDBEEROER

K LIT, A=A TV TICEBITDEARPFLL BAFBRHEOHREOUN 2, BLEH - £
SHEEEMEL T, RAMICHLMIZLEY L LEFIETHD, FABEFEEIL. 30F
EL MM D TEARBHE) OBRBERETHLIN, BEEELTWVWEA—A T
TOBELBREZ, [Py - VT T 40— EWOIBADPDLOGTT b,

BEOESE, A—X U TRADRKIZBNT, bot b HARFEOEENEA (59
ANZIA, TAUVAAEEIZ2400AIC1IA) THY, BABFEEEHLREEIIKRNT
BofE LD, BEMEGEHRLERY, BERLELTVWEA—AFF T T, ZOXHR
RERREELEDON, TORWKEZLY ELEOR, ZORIXOFLFREETH D,

EFT, TOBWVICFRICELD DI, TBRZEE) & THABHE] 2HELZE
S LT, (X UFFv4—] LWHEBLAEZEATS, BREHST) i, B
75 [EBEHE] TRy, SEOEFL2BELC, SEOFRICR-TWVWS k) 2%
BIHDOTHHILIEIETHLRY, BARD XXk OMRLBEEOENPLRERLH -
T, BRELE THASBHET BEBShL W, Ao Liik, A—RXA 7V TiEAFY
AEBEE L, BEEZRZoTrLIX TR E%J%@%kb\197OEﬁﬂ6mri
k& TEE) 2EEL, TOBRBERORESEBHBE L, L2AL, BREA—-ANTIUT
DRI, TOLXITHESTZDLIT TRV, 191 7HIZ, ¥ F=—RZIC THEEF )

BHST XN, FOPROEIC = — b X « v — Ky 7 (James Murdoch) BEEEL THH
Thbd, v—Fv 273, REARIHEL. E—EEFERCRFBOEM (KA DHKFEOL
L LTELTHD) REELRNL, MAHTKE TBASE] (A History of Japan) & #E
L., ZBLEAAHEEZETHD, LML, Z2O~— Ry 7 OHEBERERIZ, TOROBEE
BRE2BEETILIORERI DT, ~

HE®BRSICRTEAOBMZ., THEEHE OoF—AMF U T, TEMRA @
ﬁ%%tab\it%%yxm?&?kﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬁﬁé7v€yx®mﬂ%ﬁﬁLLi
ST, BALWILNLDEEFNEBEK LD Lo, ZOMEMEZMELIZDHR,
EoWERKREICL D, A XU ROEENEATHD, v— Fv2id, 191 6FICET
EEICEASh, ¥, B2 Y F=—KZFREL LR oT, RETO BRI -
BELEODFRIIBIIBEEEEO. MEBELHEZTD LI RoT, A=A T VT,
£%) k) ZEOMKMABREEL LT, REERLCEETHD, yHE (f
FUREE) &, HEMAL XYYy vy FOEDIC [UbETEE] ~b. KRERBORZEHEL
A Y, B8R T30k T8 2RAICBXAATHWADIE, A—A T UTEVWIHE
B —Tr A T4 B00, EER (BR) Thh BEROEESE) 25205, @d
FERHBZLEEATIRELRY, BROBRENZRIE., TOBEBMG, HEBENNE
REMBL, [Py JTFFv 44— BERINTHEN, RIS FRUTE-
EiE - MEZEL V), BAEUMCH, BENEASERHDI ZLEZEBRLTEINET
HAHH,

KBRIITZ, SOEMITES, BALA—A TV TO [Pr X - UTFT4—] &V
FSBANLD, —BORBHMETH-7z, TAEERHFECER] RABHEEORENT
KOELE|, SHICEEARIXELZAVE TERBEZHR) (WIS RE) R, I3UEE

-103—



Faml Y RABZBEIZDEY ., Hx OSFRHRIZBNTIE, T—F AR TH-720 .
REDBESNRTWARVWESD R b7, %hi%é%ﬁ%;o%ikoxﬂﬁ%t%
DTHDB, (VxR0  VFTFT 40— LWIBROEmBE L, #ERIT2NF—RAFT Y

WWBITZ2EBAMEL BABHEBOHF LVRBEMA D Z LICEIL TS, WS BB
f@iw%m_ﬁﬁékﬂﬁbto

—104—-





